Statements in support of The Public Health Air Quality Act of 2025

“The Clean Air Act has driven dramatic improvements in air quality, but too many communities
are still breathing unhealthy air and air quality monitoring is underfunded. The Public Health Air
Quality Act would work together with the Clean Air Act to expand air quality monitoring, support
innovative ways to inform the public of what's in the air they are breathing and help ensure
targeted cleanup of dangerous air pollution. | applaud Senators Blunt Rochester and Duckworth,
and Representatives Carter and Tonko for their leadership in ensuring transparency and
accountability for what communities are breathing.” - Harold Wimmer, President and CEO,
American Lung Association

“The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America (AAFA) applauds the reintroduction of the
Public Health Air Quality Act by Senator Lisa Blunt Rochester, Senator Tammy Duckworth, Rep.
Troy Carter, and Rep. Paul Tonko. Poor air quality is a top asthma trigger. Asthma episodes can
lead to missed days of school and work, emergency department visits, hospitalizations, and
even death. Between 9 and 11 people die each day from asthma. Improving air quality can help
improve asthma outcomes. The proposed air quality monitoring improvements in this bill are a
critical step toward reducing air pollution that can cause asthma attacks.. AAFA looks forward to
working with Congress to get this bill passed into law to ensure clean, safe air for all
communities.” -Kenneth Mendez, President and CEO of AAFA

“Children’s heightened sensitivity to dangerous air pollution demands real
accountability—accountability that can only come with transparency about what they’re being
exposed to in the spaces where they live, learn, and play. Communities living near the worst
industrial polluters deserve accurate, timely information about what is truly in their air. This is
both a moral and public health imperative. The Public Health Air Quality Act is an essential tool
for holding polluters accountable and protecting children.” — Elizabeth Bechard, Public Health
Manager, Moms Clean Air Force

“People living right next to the worst industrial polluters deserve to know how unhealthy the air is
that they breathe in their own yards and homes. With asthma, lung cancer, COPD and other
lung diseases tied to industrial emissions, knowing what is in the air drifting from those facilities
into communities can help people advocate for a cleaner, healthier environment.” — Brian
Urbaszewski, Director, Environmental Health Programs, Respiratory Health Association

“Communities in St. James and around Louisiana need to know how much toxic chemicals are
in the air we breathe, and we call on Congress to stand up for communities who are breathing
unhealthy air and to strengthen health protection for all of our families and children from air
pollution.” -Sharon Lavigne, founder and director of RISE St. James Louisiana.

"Knowledge is our power and a pathway to tackling air pollution that often plagues our
communities. Environmental justice communities have been effective and driven change
through the strength of our voices, backed by data that validates our lived experiences. The
Public Health Air Quality Act invests in the air quality monitoring we need to generate that data,
reduce harmful exposure, and protect the health of our communities." — Leslie Fields, Chief
Federal Officer, WE ACT for Environmental Justice.

“For too long, corporations have been allowed to pollute with no consequence while our most
vulnerable communities suffer in the dark, often having no idea what dangerous pollution they
are breathing. The Public Health Air Quality Act is a critical tool to bring transparency to
communities and to hold big polluters accountable. We thank Senators Blunt Rochester and



Duckworth and Representatives Tonko and Carter for their leadership on this issue and urge
Congress to pass this bill to protect our communities from the reckless actions of corporate
polluters.” — Patrick Drupp, Sierra Club, Director of Climate Policy

“Fenceline communities most affected by industrial pollution are often left to wonder what they
are breathing. This legislation will help solve this knowledge gap and lead to enhanced efforts to
protect the health of these communities, especially children and our elders who are most
affected by industrial air pollution.” — Jane Williams, Executive Director, California
Communities Against Toxics.

“The Public Health Air Quality Act will provide Americans with necessary protections from toxic
air pollution, particularly in a time when our federal government is sidestepping its responsibility
to safeguard health and stripping people of their right to clean air, water, and land. People
deserve to have access to real-time information about the pollutants being emitted in their
communities.” — Darya Minovi, Senior Analyst at the Union of Concerned Scientists

“We appreciate the continued leadership of Senators Duckworth and Blunt Rochester in
protecting public health and clean air. Improving air quality monitoring, especially of hazardous
air pollutants in overburdened and fenceline communities, keeps us all more informed about the
air we breathe.” -Susan Mudd, Environmental Law & Policy Center Senior Policy Advocate

“The Public Health Air Quality Act will advance health protections by expanding and integrating
continuous fenceline emissions monitoring of hazardous air pollutants (also known as air toxics)
to ensure communities in the Midwest and beyond know what is in our air, and to help reduce
health threats, as these chemicals are known to cause cancer or other adverse health effects.
Fenceline monitoring must be a core component of national air standards for chemicals, as
these can cause serious combined and cumulative impacts for communities associated with
shortened life expectancy. We need stronger national health protections to keep communities
safe, especially for children, who can face the worst impacts from exposure to toxic chemicals.
When we measure toxic emissions at the source where pollution goes into local towns and
neighborhoods, we give Midwest communities the power to protect their health and ensure that
no community, and no child, is left to breathe unhealthy air.” -Beto Lugo Martinez, Executive
Director of RISE4EJ.



